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Study Leader Profile 

Paul Etkind: 
Infectious diseases, Zika and 
others, why now?  

The appearance of the Zika virus before this 
summer’s Olympic Games in Brazil brought to 
the forefront of public awareness the increasing threat of infectious 

diseases in an interconnected world. Paul Etkind is a recently retired epide-
miologist who has worked behind the scenes for years examining the whys 
and wherefores of the emergence and re-emergence of diseases carried by and 
affecting both humans and animals. He will be leading a course for AIL this 
fall entitled: “Emerging Infectious Diseases: Why Are We Seeing an Epidemic 
of Epidemics?” which will examine both the causes of this phenomenon and 
methods used to prevent and control infectious diseases, from Ebola, Monkey 
Virus, Bird Flu, Polio, and Influenza outbreaks to the current Zika virus.

Paul’s path to a career in epidemiology began during his high school years 
in Connecticut when he worked summers for the US Forest Service studying 

Paul Etkind

Study Leader Profile 

Dianalee Velie: 
“Write from the heart”

Dianalee Velie
Dianalee grew up loving the arts. New York City 

was easy to get to from her home in New Jersey 
and the excitement that it offered proved irresist-

ible and the memories and influence long lasting. Her 
play, Womankind, was staged in New York City and was the winner of an award 
in the 10 Minute Short Play Festival.

As a young girl, Dianalee remembers her mother nearby, reading a good 
book or penning frequent letters to the editors of the local papers, while she 
herself was making entries in a diary that she had been keeping since she was a 
child. She came to realize at an early age that she was going to be a writer and 
that putting words on paper would be a perfect way to express herself, whether 
it be about a joyous moment or a walk through difficult times and a means of 
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Paul Etkind (continued from page 1)

insects, Gypsy moths in particular and their cyclical 
infestations. His concurrent interest in a career in medicine 
was sparked by his admiration for a cousin who was a 
prominent physician. This led him to earn a Master’s in 
Public Health (MPH) at Yale University, with a focus on 
epidemiology and medical entomology (the relationships 
between arthropods and infectious diseases in people). 
Paul returned to Yale after five years’ experience as an 
epidemiologist to earn his doctorate in epidemiology. 
He has worked in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 
Washington D.C. analyzing patterns, causes and effects 
of health and disease conditions in defined populations, 
as well as working on disease prevention policies. As 
Paul says, “the work of an epidemiologist is constant and 
hidden from public view, a combination of art and science, 
guesswork and informed judgment.” 

Paul and his wife Sue live in Eastman in a lovely home 
overlooking a stream and verdant forest. It’s the perfect 
spot for anyone with a love for nature and the outdoors 
and it’s the main reason they chose to retire in the Granite 

State. The Etkinds are avid bikers, hikers and snowshoe’ers 
and seek out rail trails (especially accommodating as they 
are level ground) in New Hampshire and wherever they 
travel. They also serve as Eastman Lake Hosts, monitoring 
the condition of boats before entering the water to prevent 
possible infiltration and spread of diseases, such as 
milfoil. Paul met Sue when both worked on Immunization 
Programs for the Massachusetts Health Department, no 
easy courtship as Paul worked in the Boston metropolitan 
area and Sue in the western part of the state. Sue is an 
expert in the control of TB and will be attending some of 
Paul’s AIL classes, offering her insight on the recent resur-
gence of “the captain of all diseases.” 

Paul is a firm believer in the value of lifelong learning 
and is excited to be giving a course for AIL, his first stint as 
a study group leader. AIL is fortunate indeed that Paul and 
Sue retired to our area and are willing to share their exper-
tise on a subject as timely and important to public health as 
the Zika virus and other infectious diseases. 

 ~Betsy Boege

Dianalee Velie (continued from page 1)

finding peace at the end. Her award winning poetry and 
short stories have been published in hundreds of literary 
journals. 

A graduate of Sarah Lawrence College, she later 
received a Master of Arts in writing from Manhattanville 
College and began teaching while also pursuing her 
writing career. Her teaching experience covers a broad 
spectrum, from classes on poetry, memoir and the short 
story at universities and colleges in New York, Connecticut 
and New Hampshire to private workshops throughout 
the United States, Canada and Europe, including one 
currently at the Newbury Library. She has found special 
joy, too, in traveling to rural school systems in Vermont 
and New Hampshire, working with young children for 
the Children’s Literacy Foundation and sharing with them 
the multiple pleasures that can be derived from poetry. As 
she remarked to me, “I love poetry, I love writing, and I 
love teaching because I love what I do.” Her face lights up 
when speaking of sharing her passion for literature and 
poetry with others, no matter what the age

When it came time to leave Connecticut where she had 
lived while raising her family, she discovered Newbury 
which has suited her to a tee ever since. Here she found 
the natural beauty she sought as well as a nearby moun-
tain to ski on and an airport from which she could easily 
come and go to indulge her love of travel. And to top it all 
off, life in Newbury offered the advantage of being close to 
schools and colleges where she could continue to teach. 

Dianalee especially loves to foster a classroom where 

students are encouraged to delve into their personal feel-
ings and experiences. The use of a prompt, perhaps just 
a word or a phrase, combined with examples and discus-
sions of powerful poems, all help to guide students toward 
the discovery of their inner feelings and, as Dianalee so 
beautifully expresses her thoughts, “to write from the 
heart.”  ~Diane M Rice

The Adventures in Learning 
administrative offices  

will be closed on 

Monday, September 5, 2016 
for Labor Day. 
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Two of the top 25 science stories of the year, accord-
ing to Science News Magazine, are a new hominid 
and gene editing. AIL is offering the community 

an opportunity to explore these hot topics, and more, at 
its new Science Pub series this fall. A new phenomenon 
nationwide, a science café/pub is intended to bring 
citizens together with knowledgeable scientists in a casual 
setting to answer questions, using language everyone can 
understand. Folks can enjoy the atmosphere at our own 
Galligan’s Pub on campus by ordering a snack, a dinner 
or a libation while they investigate with friends the latest 
scientific news and views.

The second Thursday evenings, beginning in September, 
are reserved at Galligan’s from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. for 
anyone wanting to know more about important science 
topics! Although AIL membership is NOT required, you 
must reserve your place by calling the AIL office (space 
limited), then come and only pay for whatever you order at 
the Pub. Presentations begin at 6 p.m. You will find this to 
be more of a good conversation than a lecture!

Our dynamic “kickoff” scientist ironically specializes 
in fossil foot bones! Jeremy DeSilva, Associate Professor of 
Anthropology, Dartmouth College, works with the National 
Geographic Explorer of the Year, Lee Berger, who made the 
largest fossil hominid discovery to date in South Africa in 
2013. What are the implications of this discovery for our 
understanding of human origins, diversity and behavior?

Number 2 of the top 25 stories is gene editing. Two of 
our own AIL scientists, Richard Cavallaro, M.D. and David 
Wood, PhD., Cellular Biology, will challenge our thinking 
about this topic, explaining GMO’s and CRISPR technolo-
gies. What are the possible consequences of their use?

In New Hampshire and elsewhere, water quality 
has been on people’s minds. Dr. Nick Baer, Professor 
and Chair of Natural Sciences, Colby-Sawyer, and June 

Fichter, Executive Director at the Lake Sunapee Protective 
Association, study and deal with this necessity of life here 
in New Hampshire and beyond. How safe is your water?

On a global scale, people are concerned about the 
impact of carbon dioxide on climate change. Charles 
Kellogg, Ph.D., Oceanography, will ask us to look at its 
effect on our oceans, which comprise seventy-five percent 
of the earth’s surface. How might that affect our lives?

The calendar for this new opportunity to learn through 
AIL is:

Sept. 8, 5:30:   “Homo naledi: A New Human Ancestor 
from the Cradle of Mankind” (DeSilva)

Oct. 13, 5:30:   “Helping Out Evolution?”(Cavallaro/
Wood)

Nov. 10, 5:30: “What’s in Your Water?”(Baer/Fichter)
Dec. 8, 5:30:   “Ocean Acidification: the Other Carbon 

Issue” (Kellogg)
Reserve your space for an evening of food, friends 

(bring them along — with a reservation) and good conver-
sation about science. ~Brenda Watts

Science on Tap at AIL! 

Galligan’s Pub at Lethbridge Lodge.

Colby-Sawyer’s  
9th President,  
Susan D. Stuebner 
ed.D. We look 
forward to many 
years of lifelong 
learning together!

And also welcomes 
Nina Tasi to the AIL 
office. We are pleased 
to introduce her as 
our new full time AIL 
Program Coordinator! 
Look for their profiles 
in our next issue.

AIL WELCOMES …

Susan D. Stuebner

Nina Tasi
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New AIL Board Members

The AIL Board of Directors is pleased to introduce 
four new board members for the 2016 – 2017 year: 
David Bashaw, Nancy Marashio, Harry Tether and 

Bert Yarborough. 
David Bashaw retired and moved 

to New Hampshire ten years ago 
with his wife Kathy. During his career 
he worked in Marketing and General 
Management for SC Johnson, 
Gillette, and Proctor & Gamble, 
including time spent abroad in 
England, Switzerland, and Japan. He 
has a B.S. degree in Marketing and 

Finance from the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay and 
attended the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee working 
toward an M.S. degree. When not volunteering, David and 
Kathy love to travel and spend time with family. David 
is very active at The Fells as a board member, committee 
chair, and overall volunteer. He has participated as a 
lecturer in two AIL courses. He also will co-chair the AIL 
Public Relations Committee. 

Nancy Marashio grew up in 
Claremont and graduated from 
Stevens High School. She went on 
to Keene State College where she 
majored in English and then earned 
a master’s degree in literature from 
Boston College. She later received a 
Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) 
from Wesleyan University. As much 

as Nancy loves reading good literature, she also enjoys 
the challenges of the classroom. Her publications include 
“Writing: A Window to Our Minds”, a monograph for the 
National Writing Project, and articles about student-based 
standards for assessment of their writing. She taught 
English from the middle school to the college level and 
is now an AIL study group leader, leading classes on Hale 
Award Winners and Native American literature. Nancy is 
presently serving on the boards for the New Hampshire 
League of Women Voters and the Lake Sunapee Protective 
Association and has been Newbury’s Town Moderator since 

1996. Nancy is currently on the AIL Curriculum Committee. 
Harry Tether graduated from 

Williams College and then earned an 
MBA from the Columbia Graduate 
School of Business. His corporate 
banking career spanned thirty years 
at Chase Manhattan bank and its 
successor firms. During that time, 
he managed Chase businesses in 
Mexico, Chile, and Argentina and 

then became Managing Director of JPMorgan Chase. 
Beginning in 2008, he led the U.S. Treasury Office of 
Technical Assistance (OTA) Infrastructure Finance Team, 
focusing on major infrastructure projects in Latin America 
and East Africa. Now retired, Harry is currently the 
Treasurer and Finance Committee Chair at Northern Stage 
and advises two local non-profits on their investment 
portfolios. Harry has taught several AIL and Osher@
Dartmouth courses. 

Bert Yarborough has a degree in 
Architecture from Clemson University 
and an MA and MFA in Photography 
from the University of Iowa. He 
currently holds the Sonia C. Davidow 
’56 Endowed Chair in the Fine and 
Performing Arts at Colby-Sawyer 
College, where he also serves as 
the Director of the Marian Graves 

Mugar Art Gallery and teaches Drawing and Painting. A 
former two-year Resident Fellow at the Fine Arts Work 
Center in Provincetown, MA, he served as Visual Arts 
Program Coordinator for four years and is now serving as 
Chairman of the Visual Committee. He has received two 
New Hampshire State Arts Council Grants in Painting, an 
NEA Fellowship in Sculpture and a Fulbright Fellowship to 
Nigeria, also in Sculpture. He is represented by McGowan 
Fine Arts in Concord, N.H. Bert is the second full-time 
Colby-Sawyer professor to be elected to the AIL Board, 
joining Professor Randy Hanson. 

We welcome these four new members and thank them 
for their commitment to AIL.

David Bashaw

Nancy Marashio

Harry Tether

Bert Yarborough

Hogan Punch Cards
Don’t forget, as an AIL member, you have the added benefit of a punch 
card for three FREE visits to the Hogan Sports Center. Please stop by 

the AIL Office between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday to pick up your punch card for the July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 

membership year.
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Fall ’16 Courses

Registration is now open for the fall term. Most courses begin the week of September 12. View the complete fall 
catalog online with full course descriptions, including start dates and times, at www.colby-sawyer.edu/adventures/
courses.html. On this same webpage you can register for courses and pay your annual 2016 – 2017 membership 

dues if you have not already done so. The course registration deadline is noon on Friday, August 19. Register now 
to ensure a place in the course(s) of your choice. If you register online, your name will be entered in a drawing for a 
chance to win a free AIL course to be used within one year.

•  Emerging Infectious Diseases: Why Are We Seeing an Epidemic of Epidemics? with Paul Etkind, 
MPH, Dr.PH 
Led by the expertise of Dr. Etkind, you will examine the emergence of newly-recognized infectious diseases and the 
resurgence of infectious diseases that had been thought of as “under control” and discuss what might be done to 
prevent, prepare for, and/or mitigate their impact. Paul will also discuss the factors contributing to the rise of these 
new and old diseases. 

•  Astromology II with Tom Vannatta  
Acquaint yourself with the fundamental concepts and interrelationships of astronomy and cosmology and gain 
insight into the very nature and mysteries of the universe. Participants will be provided opportunities to attend eve-
ning observational sessions at Tom’s home. The course is an updated version of his Astromology course presented in 
Fall 2011. 

•  Poetry: The Quill of the Soul with Dianalee Velie  
Experience the passion and power of poetry. Through a series of in-class writing prompts and examples of powerful 
poems, you will compose first drafts of poems to capture and encapsulate emotions, experiences and imagery. This 
encapsulation gives poetry its power. 

•  Job and Modern Interpreters with Sarah Drew Reeves  
Job has been called a masterpiece of literature. With poetry of profound insight and irony, its author wrestles with 
issues arising out of suffering beyond all rationality. After reading Job with introductory material, the class will 
search the understandings of suffering and creation, two dominant themes, with the help of writings by Elie Wiesel, 
Bill McKibben and others.  

•  Finland: Beauty and Innovation with Laurence Harper 
This will be a fun, fast moving class that will appeal to AIL members interested in travel, the history of Europe and 
WWII. Finland is a generally unknown and unique country. Learn about its people, economy and the factors domi-
nating much of its thinking and politics. Over the past 15 year, Larry has travelled to and worked in Finland more 
than 40 times, visiting every major city from the Baltic Sea to the Arctic Circle. 

•  End of Life: A Discussion Among Friends with Gardner D. Yenawine 
End-of-life issues in this course are organized into four topics: legal, medical, spiritual/religious and community. Each 
topic will be introduced during the first hour of the course session and the second hour will be spent in discussions 
facilitated by Gardner. The 5th session of the course will be a wrap-up discussion in small facilitated groups of four 
to five course participants. 

•  Charles Darwin and his Great Idea with John M. Roberts  
Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species is at the top of the list of mankind’s great ideas. It has led directly to the science 
of genetics wherein increasingly sophisticated techniques are still uncovering biologic mechanisms that continue to 
astound. Examine Darwin’s fascinating life using a source book provided by John. A supplemental reading list will be 
offered, headed by The Origin of Species and the Voyage of the Beagle by Charles Darwin.

•  Fall Colors in New Hampshire with Frances Wilson  
When you think of fall in New Hampshire, what images come to mind? Leaves? Sunflowers? Pumpkins? Hills? 
Mountains? This is an opportunity to create and express yourself with acrylic paints on canvas or with pen, charcoal 
and colored pencils on paper. Leave judgements at home. All art work is considered meaningful and beautiful.  

•  Winston Churchill: Man of the Century? with Gene Lariviere  
Churchill was recognized for the greatness of his accomplishments during WWII, but when Time chose the “Man of 
the Century” the editors rejected the recommendation of the panel which had chosen Churchill. What criteria define 
the “Man of the Century” and does Churchill meet those criteria? We will explore the long life and times of this 
remarkable leader.
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Introduced last fall to the Adventures in 
Learning curriculum, the “Lunch & Learn” 
series is back by popular demand. Combining 

learning with sociability, it’s a great way for busy 
adults to learn “on the go.”

The program consists of six different lectures 
on a variety of subjects, wherein people register 
only for those lectures which they are interested 
in and which are convenient for them. All the 
lectures are held on Mondays in the Adventures 
in Learning classroom at Lethbridge Lodge, on 
the Colby-Sawyer College campus. Each lecture 
is open to the public. Admission is free to current 
AIL members, with a $5 fee for non-members 
payable at the door.

Advance registration is mandatory by calling 
the AIL Office at 526-3690. The first 35 people to 
register for each lecture will be admitted.

The Lunch & Learn concept is simple. If 
you are registered for a lecture, you arrive at 
Lethbridge Lodge at 12 p.m. that day with your 
own brown bag lunch, or you may purchase 
lunch at the Lethbridge snack bar. Attendees eat 
and socialize from 12 p.m. to 12:20 p.m., when 
the guest speaker is introduced. The speaker 
then gives a lecture from 12:20 p.m. to 1:05 p.m., 
followed by a brief Q&A — ending at 1:15 p.m.

Call now to register for the lectures you want 
to attend. To the right is the schedule of lectures 
for Fall ’16:

Sept. 19   The Opiate Addiction Crisis in  
New Hampshire / James Vara,  
New Hampshire drug czar

Sept. 26   The Vietnam War Remembered  
Jim Wright, author and former president  
of Dartmouth College

Oct. 3   Inter-Faith Dialogue: Promise  
and Pitfalls / Rev. Jay MacLeod,  
pastor, St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
New London

Oct. 17   The Hottest Debates Going on 
Now in the New Hampshire 
Legislature / Bob Odell, former  
New Hampshire state senator

Oct. 24  Update on The Gardner Heist: 
Where’s The Loot?! / Mike Moss,  
former director, West Point Museum at  
the U.S. Military Academy, West Point,  
New York

Oct. 31   Ambition to Redemption:  
Artistic Adventures / Carol Dunne, 
artistic director, Northern Stage

Lunch & Learn
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Adventures in Learning Happenings 

Participants and Study Group Leader Bob Gasser (at rear) enjoying a light 
moment in presentation by a guest speaker

David Kidder shares his family history at the 
Ice House, first stop of Historical Gems

Sharon Kenrick (center), fearless Study Group 
Leader of Golf Croquet

Outside at Kidder Garage with Helen Bridge 
(center), Historical Gems originator

Margie Michie, Study Group Leader Planning the next move

Sharon Kenrick demonstrates golf croquet Lining up a shot

Golf Croquet: America’s Most Sophisticated Outdoor Sport PHOTOS: J. Eaton

American Mah Jongg for Beginners PHOTOS: J. Eaton

Historical Gems  
PHOTOS: D. Rucci

Drug Court:  
An Alternative to Incarceration  
PHOTO: D. Rucci
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Adventures in Learning’s  
Horizons highlights the activities 
of the lifelong learning program 

at Colby-Sawyer College.

The thoughts and opinions 
expressed in the articles in this 
publication are strictly those 

of the respective authors. 
Information offered should  

not be considered authoritative 
or complete, nor should it be 

construed to reflect the views or 
opinions of the Adventures in 

Learning program or  
Colby-Sawyer College.

A d v e n t u r e s  i n  L e a r n i n g

Lifelong Education at Colby-Sawyer College

Fall 2016 Course Offerings

Registration  Deadline:
Friday, August 19, 2016

REMINDER:  
Registration deadline  

for AIL Fall ’16 Courses is 

Friday,  
August 19, 2016 

Click here to register online.

Winner, Winner! 

Betsy Fowler is the winner of the summer ’16 
raffle for a free AIL Course

When learning of her good luck, Betsy exclaimed, “Well, that’s 
terribly exciting!” The raffle was open to all summer 2016 
course participants who registered online.

Don’t let another chance to win slip by! Consider 
registering online for your fall ’16 courses. You 

never know, you could be our next winner!
Members, thank you for registering 

electronically! Fifty-two percent signed up for 
Summer Classes electronically making AIL 
more efficient and better able to serve you.

Save the Date!
New London Hospital Days August 3–7,  

with parade on August 6.
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