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André Hurtgen, “Sensei”

Everyone has 
them. André  
calls them “turn-

ing points” and they 
mark changes in the 
direction of one’s life. 
He cites three: seeing  
a 1955 advertisement 
for Fulbright fellow-
ships to study in the 
United States; accepting 
a teaching position at 
Seikei Gakuen, a primary through 
college institution in Tokyo; and 
some conversations with the late 
George Tracy in which George 
encouraged him to become a  
discussion leader at Adventures in 
Learning (AIL). 

But there were 
others. In May 1940, 
following the Nazi 
invasion of his native 
Belgium, André and 
his family boarded 
a boat for Southern 
France, but were 
diverted to England, 
where he lived for 
five years and learned 
English. There was 

also his choice of the University 
of Vermont (UVM) to pursue 
his post-graduate studies under 
the Fulbright scholarship, a deci-
sion that introduced him to New 
England and to his wife, Barbara.

Adventures in Learning Horizons, 
published two times annually,  
highlights the activities of the  
lifelong learning program at  

Colby-Sawyer College.

The thoughts and opinions expressed  
in the articles in this publication are 

strictly those of the respective authors. 
Information offered should not be  

considered authoritative or complete, 
nor should it be construed to reflect 

the views or opinions of the  
Adventures in Learning program  

or Colby-Sawyer College.

André Hurtgen

SAVE THE DATE
for

The fall trip to historic 
Deerfield, Mass.

Includes docent-led tours  
and lunch

Wednesday,  
November 4, 2009.

Invitations will be sent at the 
beginning of October.

When we receive our Adventures in Learning catalogs we 
have come to expect a rich array of topics—often relating  
to history or science or literature or religion—and, indeed, 

many wonderful courses have been given in those areas. But music has also  
been a prominent subject for inquiry, analysis and enjoyment. Longfellow  
said, “Music is the universal language of mankind,” and, if this is true, music 
certainly deserves a great deal of our attention.

Adventures in Learning has, over the years, offered seventeen music courses 
to members ranging from “The Organ Music of J.S. Bach” to “Digging Jazz” 
with a wide variety of music styles and types in between. Just this past summer 
two of the four courses offered were music related. Chuck Kennedy repeated 
his popular course “Gilbert and Sullivan Lives On” and Ron Luchsinger again 

Music and Adventures  
in Learning



Two great wars during the past century—the 
bloodiest in history—helped to foster the rise of 
fascism and communism and a succession of cruel 

tyrants who ruled mercilessly with an iron hand. How 
and why these dictators came to power, and the dread-
ful deeds that made them infamous, will be the subject 
of a seven-week lecture series this winter. 

Leading off the course, Morris Edwards will explore 
how Benito Mussolini created the Italian fascist political 
movement following World War I and went on to use 
organized violence, propaganda and Machiavellian  
tactics to create a totalitarian state with himself as 
supreme leader. Also profiled: Fascist strongman 
General Francisco Franco, whose long authoritarian 
rule over Spain was marked by censorship, coercion,  
torture and long incarceration in forced-labor prisons 
and concentration camps. 

As leader of the Nazi party, Adolf Hitler gained 
support by promoting nationalism, anti-semitism  
and anti-communism with charismatic oratory and 
propaganda. He was appointed chancellor in 1933 
and quickly established a totalitarian and fascist state. 
Dartmouth professor Allen Koop will scrutinize  
Hitler’s relationship with the German people, his early 
accomplices and victims, and the role of ideas and  
circumstances in shaping the Nazi era before and  
during World War II. 

Communist despots. When he died, Joseph Stalin 
was widely respected and feared, having led his state 
to victory in war and to a position of world power. Yet, 
within a few years, he had been denounced by his suc-
cessors and was generally regarded as a brutal tyrant, 
the murderer of millions and a traitor to the ideals of 
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the movement he had inherited 
from Lenin. Bill Sullivan will 
delve into Stalin’s contradictions 
as both a revolutionary and a 
true heir to czarist traditions, 
and how he became the proto-
type for communist dictators. 

In the post-Stalin years, most of the Eastern and 
Central European countries were governed by autocratic 
leaders beholden to Moscow. Romania was an exception; 
from 1965 to 1989, Nicolae Ceausescu ruled Romania 
with cunning, exploiting leaders of the West, treating fel-
low Romanians harshly, and aggrandizing himself and 
his family. Bill Helm will examine Ceausescu’s reign of 
fear and the role of his predecessor, Prime Minister Ion 
Antonescu, in the execution of over 400,000 citizens dur-
ing World War II while Romania was allied with Hitler. 

In the mid 1950s, Mao Zedong broke with his col-
leagues and began promoting a more autarchic strategy 
for economic development that relied on the virtues 
of “communist man.” Professor Chris Reardon of the 
University of New Hampshire will trace how Mao’s 
strategy led to two of the greatest human disasters in  
history: the death of 30- to 40-million Chinese people 
during the Great Leap Forward in the late 1950s, and  
the utter chaos of the Cultural Revolution in the mid- 
to-late 1960s. 

Turning to North Korea and Cambodia, Joe Kun 
will deal with the communist dictators of two very dif-
ferent countries. North Korea is under the rule of the 
Communist P arty whose present leader, Kim Jong-il, 
follows the policies of his father, Kim Il-song. These two 
have turned the country into a fortress, separate from 
the rest of the world, that flaunts a nuclear ambition 
condemned by the international community. In contrast, 
the former communist dictator of Cambodia, Pol Pot, 
openly led a campaign which resulted in the murder of 
millions of innocent people. The memory of the “killing 
fields” in the Cambodian countryside reminds the rest  
of the world of the cruelty and mindlessness of the  
communist tyranny in that part of the globe. 

1984 revisited. In concluding the course, Dr. David 
Pook of The Derryfield School will dip into the novels 
of George Orwell to capture the essence of 20th century 
totalitarianism and offer insights into the mentality of 
tyrants. The phrases Orwell coined to describe aspects 
of totalitarianism—Big Brother, thought-police, double-
speak—continue to influence us to this day. 

~Morris Edwards

Preview: 
Tyrants of the 20th Century

Morris Edwards

October 19, 
November 26–27,

December 19–January 1,
February 15 and March 8.

Please note that Adventures  
in Learning’s administrative 

office will be closed on  
these dates:
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developing into an exchange pro-
gram going in both directions. This 
program piqued André’s interest 
when he arrived at the school, but 
in 1970, when a Japanese girl in 
the program asked to teach the 
Japanese language as part of her 
senior project, he took the opportu-
nity to become a student again.

The experience was fruitful. He 
took a second year of Japanese 
and then went to Harvard for an 
intensive summer program in the 
language. One thing led to another 

and in 1983 André ended up at 
Seikei teaching English to Japanese 
teenagers. Back in America in 1984, 
and now a committed Japanophile, 
he expanded his language instruc-
tion repertoire by beginning to 
teach Japanese in 1985, a job he 
continued for 21 years until his 
retirement in 2006.

His interest in things Japanese 
isn’t limited to the language, 
although that, by itself, is a big 
undertaking. He has a wide knowl-
edge of the culture and a deep 
interest in the people, and this leads 
us to André’s association with AIL. 
André often sat next to the late 
George Tracy, long the resident  
classics discussion leader at AIL  
and a widely respected teacher  
at St. Paul’s. George suggested he 
give AIL a try, and now André is 
preparing for his third course on 
Japanese culture with us.

Asked about his motivation to 
prepare for coursework, he says 
he would probably be studying 
the subjects anyway, but that shar-
ing his research and experiences 
with others directs his efforts and 
increases the satisfaction with the 
time spent. Without diminishing 
the rich experiences teaching at St. 
Paul’s and Seikei Gakuen, he values 
the interaction with AIL adults who, 
he appreciates, are taking his classes 
out of choice and personal interest.

In Japanese the word for teacher 
is “sensei” and the normal suffix 
for a person’s last name is “san.” 
So, André would be addressed as 
“Hurtgen-san,” or “Hurtgen-sensei.” 
But for certain people command-
ing a rare and high level of respect, 
a different suffix is used, and we 
would address him as “Hurtgen-
sama,” a phrase he surely must have 
heard from his Japanese students 
and colleagues.

~Sheldon Boege

His gift for languages (French, 
Flemish, Spanish, German, English 
and Japanese) was important to his 
career choices. Although a gradu-
ate in economics at the University 
of Louvain and UVM, his language 
skills and interests led him, in 1959, 
to apply for a job teaching French 
and Spanish at St. Paul’s School in 
Concord. This was a fateful move. 
In 1949 St. Paul’s welcomed its 
first Japanese student from Seikei 
Gakuen, thus starting a tradition 
lasting 60 years and eventually 

André Hurtgen, “Sensei”  (continued from page 1)

Winter 2010 Course Offerings
Tyrants of the 20th Century  Morris Edwards–a lecture series 

Profiles in Presidential Leadership  Gerry Jones

Old Battles, Extraordinary  
Consequences  Bert Whittemore–a minicourse 

The Great Art Collectors of  
America’s Gilded Age  Mike Moss–a minicourse

America’s Early Alley: New Amsterdam  
from 1630 to 1660  Barbara Beskind–a minicourse

Discovering Your Genealogy with  
Internet Resources  Barbara Chalmers

The Golden Era of Bel Canto  Ron Luchsinger

Gabriel Garcia Marquez:  
One Hundred Years of Solitude   Jim Bowditch

The American Circus   Tom Simon–a minicourse

How to Get the Most from a Meeting   Steve Winter

Certainty versus Uncertainty   Dick Schwemm

The Power of Logic and the Joy  
of Problem Solving   Dick Little

Reality and Unreality:  
An Exploration of the Natural  
and Supernatural   Joe Brophy and Gregory Burke, M.D., Ph.D.
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Scenes from 
Adventures in 
Learning… Photos by Maureen Rosen

An Adventures in Learning class takes delight in the 
sculpture “Pig Iron” by T.A. Kussow. The group is 
being led on a guided tour by Eric Johnson, curator 
of The Fells “Animal Attractions” exhibit. As part 
of the four session class there was also a guided 
tour by Henry Duffy, curator of the Saint-Gaudens 
National Historic Site in Cornish.

Class viewing the “Diana” statue from the St. Gaudens field trip.

Adventures in Learning participants at the 
Newbury Community Room enjoying a light 

moment during discussion on “Religion in 
Collision: The First Millennium A.D.”

Adventures in Learning Membership Information

Town People
Andover, NH 8
Auburn, NH 1
Bow, NH 2
Bradford, NH 5
Bristol, NH 2
Canaan, NH 1
Concord, NH 3
Contoocook,NH 1
Conway, MA 1
Danbury, NH 1
Elkins, NH 15
Francestown, NH 2
Georges Mills, NH 4
Gilford, NH 2
Grantham, NH 34

Town People

Hanover, NH 5
Hill, NH 2
Hopkinton, NH 1
New Boston, NH 1
New London, NH 288
Newbury, NH 16
Newport, NH 3
North Sutton, NH 3
Salisbury, NH 2
South Sutton, NH 3
Springfield, NH 3
Sunapee, NH 27
Unity, NH 1
Warner, NH 4
Wilmot, NH 19
Total 460
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Two Colby-Sawyer Alums “Graduate”  
to Adventures in Learning 

“How often do we get to return to the class-
room and take a course with our favorite 
college professor?” This is the question 

Colby-Sawyer College graduate Nancy 
Teach asked herself when she saw last 
spring’s Adventures in Learning cata-
logue offering Hilary Cleveland’s course 
“The Sixties.” Right then Nancy, presently 
the director of student affairs for Colby-
Sawyer, signed up, excited to have the 
opportunity of studying once again with 
Professor Cleveland.

Nor has Nancy been alone in traveling 
the road from Colby-Sawyer undergraduate 
to Adventures in Learning lifelong learner. 
Tilda Hunting, who received her B.A. in 
psychology in 1989 and who returned last 
winter to take the World War I lecture 
course, is among an increasing number of 
former Colby-Sawyer students now enroll-
ing in Adventures in Learning classes.

Whereas Nancy’s path to class was a 
relatively short drive from Colgate Hall, 
where she worked, to her Adventures in 
Learning classroom, Tilda’s journey was 
substantially longer. Two hours longer, to 
be exact. The owner of her own business, 
Rembrandt II Interior Painting, Tilda lives 
in the small town of Conway in western Massachusetts. 
But when she heard that Adventures in Learning was 
presenting “World War I—The War to End All Wars,” 
she knew she wanted to be a part of it. Her father, 
who died in 1994 at age 98, was already in the enlisted 
army in Texas in 1916. When the war broke 
out, he was tapped for an N.Y.S. artillery 
unit, officer rank. “Bunny” Hunting 
didn’t often mention his years of ser-
vice, but in World War I, he acquired 
some of his closest friends. And 
this war was his “college.” Tilda 
wanted to learn more.

And learn she did in the course 
moderated by Joanna Henderson. 
Tilda was particularly impressed by 
the series’ emphasis on the war’s 
complexity. “I wasn’t that good at 
history when I was an undergraduate,” 
she commented, “but now I find I love it. 

This course provided a structure for me to understand 
the period.” Tilda was also moved by the sharing  
of artifacts: “When someone passed around a medal 

from Verdun, I realized it was precisely 
the medal I have been wearing around  
my neck for 34 years without knowing its  
history.” She pointed out that discovering 
the meaning of that medal and absorbing 
Chuck Kennedy’s final lecture were  
definitely worth the drive!

Nancy was equally as enthusiastic in 
describing her Sixties course with Hilary 
Cleveland. “She was the best teacher I  
had in college,” said Nancy, “and her 
approach to teaching has not changed.” 
In particular, Nancy noted that Hilary 
“plans a great syllabus, asks stimulating  
questions that encourage dialogue, and 
includes an interdisciplinary focus on 
music and literature in addition to his-
tory.” Since Nancy had taken courses with 
Hilary in the late 60s and had herself been 
a student leader of a Vietnam protest 
march on campus in the spring of 1970, 
she found it “particularly rewarding” to 
revisit those days with the very professor 
she had studied with 40 years ago. 

As impressed as both Nancy and Tilda 
are with their Adventures in Learning experiences, 
they did offer, when pressed, a few suggestions for 
the program. Tilda would like to see more opportu-
nity for social interaction: “It would be nice to have a 
small moment set aside to meet a new face or two,” 

she observed. And Nancy would encourage 
more age diversity: in her view, “One of 

the fine things about Hilary’s course 
was the give and take among genera-

tions.” Both women agreed that 
the courses themselves were of the 
highest quality, and they appreci-
ated the time the study leaders 
put into their planning. “Teaching 
and leading a class can be lonely 

work,” observed Nancy. “Try to 
remember to tell your teacher 

thanks.”
~Ann Lang
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Nancy Teach

Tilda Hunting
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Music and Adventures in Learning  (continued from page 1)

delighted participants 
with his fifth opera course 
“Bringing Opera to Life.”

There are two music 
offerings for the fall semes-
ter. “Digging Jazz” repre-
sents a complete departure 
from all previous music 
courses—which leaned 
more toward the traditional 
and classical. Jazz, once 
seemingly a localized off-
shoot of mainstream music, 
(we think New Orleans and 
Chicago Dixieland) is now 
an accepted and studied art 
form. Trumpeter Wynton Marsalis, now the artistic director of jazz at Lincoln 
Center in New York and a Pulitzer Prize winner in music, exemplifies the impor-
tance of jazz in today’s contemporary music. Study group leader Dan Schneider 
will lead the class through the various jazz categories and its history. It should 
be fun. We’ve never done jazz!!

The other music course in the fall semester is close to home for many of us. 
Aarne Vesilind, a newcomer to the study-leader team and the director of the 
Kearsarge Community Band, will lead the four-week minicourse “The American 
Community Band” covering its history from Revolutionary times to the present, 
as well as its relevance and importance to small town life. Participants will  
also have an opportunity to sit in with the Kearsarge Band members during 
rehearsal.

In the recent past Martin LeBeau, himself an experienced violist, led two 
music courses, one on Classical music and the other on Romantic symphonies. 
Charlotte Brook Signor was another music course leader as were Judy Stone, 
Jane Ann McSwiney, Joe Chapline, the late Evan Fradenburgh, and Bob Simon. 
Music will continue to be a major subject of Adventures in Learning courses as 
long as there are interested participants and willing study leaders.

~Heidi Beckwith

Adventures in Learning participants listening to an 
aria from the Young Artist Program from Opera 
North in Study Group Leader Ron Luchsinger’s class 
“Bringing Opera to Life.”


